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On Scheler’s Phenomenological Analysis of the Sense of Shame
NIU Zheng-lan LI Chao-dong
(School of Politics and Law, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, 730070, China)

Abstract: The sense of shame is an emotional experience and an existential predicament a person undergoes when
he is aware of his own confinement to a purely bestial situation, and exerts significant influence upon the formation of
and conformation to the ethic principles. The sense of shame is categorized into physical shame and spiritual shame,
the former being the sensual foundation of the sense of shame and the later the guarantee of the efficacy of all moral
commandments.

Keywords: sense of shame; experience; humility; dignity; sycophancy
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