American Beginning

课程名称：英语国家社会与文化
本课内容：American Beginning

授课时间：90分钟

教学目的: To teach the students to grasp American Beginning, the history and origin of America, its Puritanism, American Revolution, etc., as a result make the students have a complete idea of America.

教学意义: American is an important country in the world, and is the focus

for students to study. But it is not easy for Chinese students to understand its

origin and culture, especially Puritanism. To have a better understanding of

these will help students grasp the culture of America from a new perspective.
教学重点: What is American; What is the unique American phenomenon
教学难点: In what way did Puritanism influence American culture; 
教学方式: multi-media and electronic courseware
教学内容: (see next page in detail）

Ⅰ. What is American?

Ⅱ. How did modern development in Europe influence the settlement of North American colonies
1.The Development of Capitalism

2.The Renaissance (文艺复兴)

3.The Religious Reformation(宗教改革)

Ⅲ. What is the unique American phenomenon? How did it come into being?

 Ⅳ. In what way did Puritanism influence American culture?

Ⅴ.The American Revolution(1775-1781)
教学方法：提问、讲授与讨论
时间分配: What is American (30 min.); How did modern development in Europe influence the settlement of North American colonies (15 min.); What is the unique American phenomenon (10min.); In what way did Puritanism influence American culture (25 min.); The American Revolution(10 min.)

课堂板书: 

1. The Development of Capitalism

The Renaissance (文艺复兴)

The Religious Reformation(宗教改革)

Martin Luther (1483-1546)

John Calvin (1509-1564 )

 2. Individualism(个人主义)： 

Hard work

Respect of education
课后作业: ExerciseⅠⅡⅢ
 History of America

ⅠWhat is American?

1. St. John de Crevecoeur &Letters from American Farmer

2. The American had the mixed blood of Europeans or 

    their descendants without taking into consideration other 

    nationalities such as American Indians and Blacks.

3. American Past 

4. The second migration from Europe
(1)In 1492, Columbus “discovered” the New World.

(2)in 1492, John Cabot arrived in today’s Canada and the English king claimed the whole of the territory of North America belonged to England. The Englishmen began to establish permanent settlements in North America in the 17th century. 

5.The Settlement in Virginia
(1)in 1607, the first English Colony in North America was founded in Virginia.

(2)in 1619, a Dutch ship brought in over 20 Negroes, which marks the beginning of the enslavement of Africans
6.Puritan New England
(1)In 1620, the second English colony was founded in New England. It was founded by Puritans.（清教徒）

(2)Puritanism(清教主义)：Puritans were those who followed the doctrine of John Calvin and wanted to purify the Church of England. They believed that human beings were predestined by God before they were born. Some were God’s chosen people while others were damned to hell. The sign of being God’s elect was the success in his work or the prosperity in his calling. So everyone must work hard, spend little and investfor more business. Working hard and living a moral life were their ethics.

ⅡHow did modern development in Europe influence the settlement of North American colonies?

1.The Development of Capitalism

2.The Renaissance (文艺复兴)

3.The Religious Reformation(宗教改革)

Martin Luther (1483-1546)

John Calvin (1509-1564 )

ⅢWhat is the unique American phenomenon? How did it come into being?

1.The English and other Europeans went to North America for seeking freedom.

2. These white people deprived black Africans of their freedom
ⅣIn what way did Puritanism influence American culture?

1.Individualism(个人主义)：a kind of belief in the primary importance of the individual and in the virtues of self-reliance and personal independence. 

2.Hard work

3.Respect of education
ⅤThe American Revolution(1775-1781)
1.Major Events:
1773: “Boston Tea Party”

 1774:the First Continental Congress

 1775: the Second Continental Congress

 1776: Declaration of Independence (p.44)

2.Benjamin Franklin（1706-1790 ）
(1)not only one of the Founding Fathers of the United States.

(2)a leading writer, publisher, inventor, diplomat, scientist, and philosopher.

(3)well-known for his experiments with electricity and lightning 

For reference

I. The Discovery of the New World

1.       The “first Americans”

1.1   Who were considered the “first Americans” (earliest inhabitants)

The Indians (American Indians) were considered as the first Americans.

1.2   When and where were they from and how ?

It is said that they crossed from Asia on the land bridge that once connected Siberia and Alaska some 30,000 or 40,000 years ago.

2.       How was American discovered?

The land and people were discovered by the Italian navigator Christopher Columbus in 1492. Columbus mistook the land as India and called the people Indians.

3.       Their relations with early European settlers.

From friendship to hostility
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II. The Colonial Period
1.       When and where was the first English colony in America founded?

1.1   The first English colony in America was founded at Jamestown, Virginia, in 1607.

1.2   Between 1607 and 1733 the British established 13 colonies along the east coast of North America.

2.       Why did the early settlers come to America?

Opportunity was the magic word that drew people to America. The early settlers came to America either for the opportunity to realize their dreams and better their lives or for the freedom from religious and governmental persecution.

2.1   It drew English nobles who dreamed of establishing great new estates out of the wildness.

2.2   It drew carpenters, bakers, tailors and other skilled workmen who could not find job in England.

2.3   It drew the poor and the homeless from farmlands and villages of Europe.

2.4   It drew many English in search of religious freedom.

Anyway, it offered all kinds of people a chance to live a better life than they could hope for in the Old World.

3.       Who were the pilgrims? 新教徒移民

3.1   The Pilgrims were those who fled from England in 1620 to escape religious persecution.

3.2   201 of their took the ship named Mayflower and arrived at Plymouth.

3.3   They gave rise to the traditional American holiday, Thanksgiving Day.

4.       Who were the Puritans?

4.1   The Puritans were the members of a Protestant group in England who wanted to purify the Church of England.

4.2   The Puritans, unlike the Pilgrims who were artisans and peasants, were wealthy, well-educated gentlemen.

4.3   Dissatisfied with the political corruption in England and threatened with religious persecution, the Puritans saw America as a refuge and migrated to America since 1630.

4.4   The Puritans did not allow religious dissent (holding different religious belief). They did not go to America to practice religious toleration, but rather to establish what they considered the one true church.

4.5   Puritan tradition also involved a respect for learning that led to the establishment of schools and the spread of literacy.

5.       What were the features in the colonial period which had influence on later American development?

The colonists built a new way of life in the New World. There were a number of features which would play a role in forming the American character.

     They were: representative form or government, rule of law, respect of individual rights, religious tolerance, and a strong spirit of individual enterprise.
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III. The War of Independence

1.       What were the causes of the War of Independence?

“Where there is oppression, there is resistance.”

The British control over the colonies
1.1   The economy in the 13 colonies developed very fast and people in the colonies wanted more power to determine their own business.

1.2   But the British government was to bring the development under control and to collect more taxes from the colonies.

e.g. the British considered the colonies as a base of raw materials at very low price and a market for ready-made commodities at prices unfairly high. 

The British government put into effect the Stamp Tax to finance a large army stationed in America.

2.       How was the War of Independence started?

2.1   “No taxation without representation”没有代表，不交税

With the unfair treatment and policies or the British government, the colonial people declared “No taxation without representation”, that is, without their representative taking part in decision-making, they had no obligation to pay taxes.

2.2   The “Boston Tea Party”

In 1773, when ships of tea reached Boston to be distributed, several dozen Boston residents boarded the ship at night and threw $75,000 worth of tea into the harbor. This came to be known as the “Boston Tea Party”.

2.3   The start of the war

In 1775, about 1,000 British soldiers were sent from Boston to seize the military supplies of the American militia民兵. When they arrived at Lexington they were met by the armed militiamen. Suddenly a shot was fired and the War of Independence began.

2.4   Declaration of Independence

2.4.1          3 weeks after the battle of Lexington, the 2nd Continental Congress was held in Philadelphia. The Congress founded a Continental Army under the command of George Washington.

2.4.2          On July 4, 1776, the Congress formally declared the independence.

The Declaration states: “We hold these truths to self-evident: That all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed; that whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, …”

“我们认为下述真理是不言而喻的：人人生而平等，造物主赋予他们若干不可让与的权力，其中包括生存权、自由权和追求幸福的权力。为了保障这些权利，人类才在他们中间建立政府，而政府的正当权力则是经被统治者同意所授予的。任何形式的政府一旦对这些目标的实现起破坏作用时，人民便有权予以更换或废除…”

3.       What does the War of Independence tell us?

3.1   The American War of Independence shows that, in a just war, a weal nation can defeat a strong one. After the War of Independence, capitalism got a chance for freer development.

3.2   It had great international influence. The colonies in Spanish America rose up one after another to overthrow Spanish colonial rules.
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IV. A New Form of Government

1.       Articles of Confederation 邦联条例

1.1   Articles of Confederation

1.1.1          After the Independence, it became obvious to the Americans that a more permanent and legitimate union of the 13 states was necessary.

1.1.2          So in 1777 the Congress drafted a confederation. The document was called the Article of Confederation.

1.2   What was unusual about the Articles of Confederation?

The Articles of Confederation was unusual in many ways.

1.2.1          First, it provided for no king.

The drafters blamed the troubles with British Kings, so they decided to have no king but to have a republic. This was revolutionary.

1.2.2          Second, while the Articles created a central government in the form of Congress, the emphasis was still on state powers.

1.2.3          Third, the Articles of Confederation was a written constitution for the US. It was the first written constitution in the world.

1.3   What were the serious weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation?

After a few years of practice, some serious weaknesses appeared evident to the Americans.

1.3.1          Congress was too large a body to function as government. It was difficult to carry on the business of the government without someone to do the executive’s job.

1.3.2          Congress had no power to raise taxes, so very soon it was in high debt.

1.3.3          The 13 states were “tied by a rope of sand”.

2.       The Constitutional Convention制宪会议

2.1   The Constitutional Convention

2.1.1          When and where was the Constitutional Convention held?

    In May 1787, the convention was held in Philadelphia.

2.1.2          Why was the convention held?

    To revise the Articles of Confederation (to consider what should be done to make the Articles more adequate.)

2.1.3          How many delegates attended?

     Altogether there were 55 delegates from all the states except Rhode Island.

2.2   The Great Compromise伟大的妥协

2.2.1          What was the struggle at the Constitutional Convention?

Soon after the Convention opened, contradictions emerged between bigger states and smaller states for representation.

2.2.2          How was the conflict solved?

In the end, the differences were solved by the “Great Compromise” of making 2 Houses. 

House of Senate: 2 Senators from each state (each state has an equal vote); Senators represent the state.

House of Commons: the number of members from each state is population based, but each state should have at least one representative; they represent the people.

2.3   Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists

Another contradiction at the Constitutional Convention focused on whether a strong federal government should be built.

2.3.1          The Federalists 联邦党人

    Federalists refer to those who were in favor of a strong federal government.

2.3.2          The Anti-Federalists 

The Anti-Federalists refer to those who opposed to the constitution and who hold the idea of state supremacy.

2.3.3          The conflict was also solved through the “Great Compromise”, giving the federal government the power to deal with general affairs and affairs of national concern while leaving the rest of powers to each state.

2.4   Bill of Rights人权法案

2.4.1          The Bill of Rights refers to the first ten amendments to the constitution that protect the individual rights.

2.4.2          During the ratification period, there was again a struggle for whether the individual rights should be added to the Constitution. According to James Madison, father of American Constitution, people enjoy all rights that could hardly possible to be specified in the Constitution. Finally, as a result of insistence of many states, individual rights were added to the Constitution as amendments.
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V. The War of 1812

1.       The causes of the war

1.1   The United States went to war with Britain in 1812, the last war fought between the 2 countries. It was also called the Second War of Independence through which the US won its political independence.

1.2   What were the causes leading to the war?

1.2.1          American Alliance with France

1.2.1.1    A war was going on in Europe between Britain and France and both sides started a blockade on the sea against each other.

1.2.1.2    The Americans first maintained neutral and took advantage of its trade with both sides.

1.2.1.3    As the war intensified, however, trading with either side became impossible as the American ships trading with one might be seized by another.

1.2.1.4    American agreement with France angered the British.

1.2.2          American territorial expansion harmed the interests of the British

1.2.2.1    There was a desire for territorial expansion among many frontiersmen.

1.2.2.2    The American intention to expand into Canada or Spanish Florida harmed the interests of the British.

1.2.3          The war was fought with difficulties. In 1814, Britain and America signed a peace treaty which ended the war.

2.       What were the consequences of the War of 1812?

The war had great impact on the development of the United States.

2.1   The war made Americans realize the importance of a strong national government.

2.2   The war strengthened the feeling of national unity and patriotism.

2.3   For almost 10 years after the war, the Americans turned their attention to the development of the western part of the continent.

2.4   It made both Britain and the United States realize that their disputes should be solved through negotiation. A shaky peace in 1814 turned into a lasting peace between the two countries.
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VI. Territorial Expansion and Westward Movement

1.       Territorial expansion

Through various means, the United States grew from 13 colonies along the Atlantic coast to a nation spanning across the continent to the Pacific coast.

1.1   The Americans forced England to give up the Old Northwest which includes today’s Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin.

1.2   They forced Spain to open the Mississippi River and got Florida and the Gulf coast.

1.3   The Louisiana Purchase from France almost doubled the American territory.

1.4   Through wars with Mexico, they got Texas, California and New Mexico ( now the states of Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, Nevada, Colorado and Wyoming, etc.

For reference

Westward Movement in America   

Westward movement in America carried settlers across America, from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean. The westward movement began in the early 1600's with European settlements along the Atlantic Coast of North America. It continued until the late 1800's. By that time, the western frontiers of the United States had been conquered. 

   

An abundance of land and other natural resources lured America's pioneers westward. Fur traders, cattle ranchers, farmers, and miners led the push to the west. Merchants and other business people followed. These hard-working men and women faced great dangers, endured severe hardships, and suffered loneliness and boredom in the hope of making a better life for themselves and their children. Some of them looked to the west for wealth or adventure. Others sought to improve their social position or increase their political power.  

　 

The pioneers struggled westward across hills, mountains, and prairies on foot and on horseback. Some floated through the Erie Canal on barges or traveled down rivers on flatboats and steamboats. Others crossed the rugged wilderness in covered wagons. For many pioneers, the Cumberland Gap, the Oregon Trail, and other roads west became paths to opportunity.   

The American frontier shifted westward in stages. The first American frontier ran along the Atlantic Coast. Settlers began to cross the Appalachian Mountains after territory west of the mountains came under British control in 1763. During the early 1800's, the next push westward took settlers into the Great Lakes region, the Mississippi River Valley, and the plains along the Gulf of Mexico. By the mid-1840's, adventurous pioneers had reached what are now California and Oregon in the Far West. The last frontier was the Great Plains between the Missouri River and the Rocky Mountains. The settlement of that region began in the 1860's.  

In 1890, the U.S. Bureau of the Census reported that no frontiers remained in the United States. The pioneers had conquered the West. 

  

2.      Results of Westward Movement 

(1) Patterns of migration.  For almost 300 years, the westward movement influenced American history. However, the westward flow of people was not constant. Migration halted when Indian hostilities or wars with other nations made the frontiers unsafe. But once peace was restored, pioneers resumed their westward march. People also tended to migrate during prosperous times, when money was available. During periods of depression, migration often slowed to a trickle. Sometimes, as in the case of the Great Plains, technology spurred settlement. The invention of barbed wire and improvements in the windmill and in farm machinery helped open the Great Plains to settlers. 

　 

(2) The frontier influence. The frontier was more than a place on a map. It was an experience that shaped many American institutions and ideas. The frontier environment presented challenges that produced creative solutions. For example, frontier settlements were much less complex than the established communities of the East. As a result, pioneers set up simple forms of government that met frontier needs. Similarly, the elaborate social customs of the East gave way to the simpler pleasures of barn dances and corn husking contests.   

The frontier experience promoted democracy. Established leaders rarely migrated from the East, and so the frontier brought a wide range of people into government. Class lines also blurred in frontier societies. It became difficult to distinguish a permanent upper or lower class because anyone might strike it rich or suffer a setback. The frontier's abundant resources were equally available to all.  

   

The frontier experience also encouraged the development of certain "American" characteristics. Frontiers were isolated places, and so pioneers had to make many items they might otherwise have traded for or bought. They built their own houses and barns and produced their own food. They made their own candles, clothing, furniture, pots, tools, and other necessities. As jacks of all trades, pioneers became inventive and self-reliant. In addition, frontiers offered opportunities for success to those who worked hard. As a result, pioneers tended to be optimistic about the future and concerned with material wealth. Boastfulness and self-confidence emerged as frontier traits as well.   

  

Unfortunately, the pioneers also became extremely wasteful because they lived among such plentiful natural resources. Pioneers cut down vast areas of forests, lost large amounts of gold and other minerals in careless mining operations, and exhausted the soil.   

The continual pursuit of a better life made Americans more restless than their European ancestors. The French historian Alexis de Tocqueville remarked that in America "a man builds a house to spend his old age, and he sells it before the roof is on. . . . He brings a field into tillage and leaves other men to gather the crops; he embraces a profession and gives it up; he settles in a place, which he soon afterwards leaves to carry his changeable longings elsewhere." As people moved from place to place, they lost their attachment to a specific region. They began to identify more with the nation as a whole and to see themselves as "Americans." In that way, the westward movement promoted nationalism. Many historians believe that such frontier traits as nationalism, inventiveness, and optimism survive in the American character today.

2.       “Manifest Destiny”天定命运

What are the implications of “Manifest Destiny”?

The implications of “Manifest Destiny” are threefold:

2.1 the inevitability of the founding of the United States of America;

2.2 the legitimacy of the expansion of American Territory;

2.3 the spread of American democracy being the task of American people who were chosen to do the Lord’s work.
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VII. The American Civil War

1.       The 2 parties involved---Industrial North and Agricultural South

1.1   The Northern States turned from farming to manufacturing, no farmhands, particularly slaves, needed.

1.2   To the South, farming remained the most important way of making a living. Slave labors were still badly needed.

2.       The cause of the war

2.1   With the territorial expansion towards the west, the problem of whether slavery should be allowed to spread into these areas arose again. It became a serious political issue.

2.2   When Lincoln was elected President, the southern states broke away and formed a new nation, the Confederate States of America美利坚联众国。However, Lincoln was determined to maintain the Union, so the war broke out on April 12, 1861.

3.       Consequences

3.1   The 13th Amendment, which banned slavery, was added to the Constitution in 1865.

3.2   After the Civil War, the US saw great development in industry, agriculture, and science and technology.

 * abolitionist 废奴主义者     Emancipation Proclamation 废奴宣言

 *Lincoln’s Gettysburg speech: “…that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”民有、民治、民享的政府将不致从地球上消失          □                     
课后思考与练习：

1、Answer the following questions:

   1) How was America discovered by Europeans in the 15th century?

   2) Who were the pilgrims and Puritans? What were the features in the colonial period which had influence on later American development?

   3) What do you know about the causes and consequences of the War of Independence and the War of 1812?

   4) What does the Declaration of Independence tell us?

   5) Say something about the Articles of Confederation, the struggles at the Constitutional Convention, and how the conflicts were solved.

   6) What are the implications of “Manifest Destiny”?

   7) Why did the Civil War break out, and how did it end?

2、Explain the following terms:

   1) The “Great Compromise”

   2) Bill of Rights

   3) “Manifest Destiny”

1900- 1945

I. Economic Development

   What were some of the features in the development of American economy in the early 20th century?

   In the early 20th century, there emerged a number of features in the growth of the American economy:

1. Corporations

Beginning in 1889, there emerged a growth of industrial and financial mergers (corporations). By 1910, incorporation had become the dominant type of industrial organization. Together with the growth of corporation, there appeared a professional managerial class.

2. Urbanization

With the development of industry and the extension of railroad network, there was a mushroom growth of cities.

3. New technology

There was a rapid development of new technology, e.g. electricity, steam, radio, automobile and other development, particularly automobile which made the US on the way to becoming a nation on the wheel.

II. Progressivism 美国进步党主义

1. Muckrakers黑幕揭发者

1.1 The Muckrakers refer to a group of reform-minded journalists in America at the turn of the 20th century.

1.2 After investigations of a number of social problems with the development of the economy, they exposed various dark sides of the seemingly prosperous society.

1.3 It gave rise to the Progressive movement.

2. What is Progressivism? What were some of the reform efforts?

2.1 The Progressive Movement

The Progressivism was a movement at the turn of the 20th century demanding government regulation of the economy and social conditions and spread quickly with wide support of large numbers of people across the country.

2.2 The reform efforts were mainly in the following areas:

2.2.1 Improved living conditions

    In the social area, the demands were improved living conditions for the poor in cities, the banning of child labor, and work hour limit for women, etc.

2.2.2 Corruption

     In the political area, the demand was to reform government corruptions.

2.2.3 Regulation

In the economic area, it demanded the government to regulate big business to prevent price-fixing and control of the market. (anti-trust)

3. President Wilson’s program of New Freedom

3.1 Background

Pushed by the Progressive Movement, President Theodore Roosevelt (1901—1909) and Woodrow Wilson (1913—1921) contributed to the government regulation of economic development and initiated changes from the 19th century tradition of laissez faire, that is, the government should merely preserve order and protect property, leaving the control over the economy to the business people.

3.2 Major points of Present Wilson’s program of New Freedom

3.2.1 a reduction of tariffs by 10%;

3.2.2 the passage of the Federal Reserve Act which decentralized the banking system;

3.2.3 regulation of trusts by stating clearly the unfair practices;

3.2.4 making available to farmers loans at low rates;

3.2.5 8-hour workday for railroad workers and better treatment of seamen;

3.2.6 adoption of an income tax;

3.2.7 adoption of the 19th amendment of voting right for women.

III. World War I and the United States

1. The nature of WWI

The First World War (1914-1918) was the result of fierce struggle between 2 imperialist power groups (the “Central Powers” and the “Allies”) for colonies, markets and spheres of influence, and of an intense arms race.

2. American policy during WWI

American policy during WWI was one from Neutrality to Pro-Ally partiality.

2.1 Neutrality

At the beginning of the war, President Wilson issued an official statement proclaiming American neutrality. He said that the US “must be neutral in fact as well as in name” and “we must be impartial in thought as well as in action”.

The purpose was to do business with both sides.

2.2 Pro-Ally partiality

2.2.1 American selling and shipment of munitions (arms and ammunition) to both sides.

2.2.2 Britain’s blockade to American selling to Germany.

2.2.3 German threat to get Mexico into war against the US, promising it the return of lost territory of Texas, New Mexico and Arizona.

2.2.4 The possible defeat of the Ally which would bring great harm to American business.

2.2.5 The American declaration of war on Germany.

IV. The United States in the 1920s

1. Features of the US in the 1920s

The 1920s in the United States has been described as a period of material success (prosperity) and spiritual frustration or confusion and purposelessness.

2. Give examples to show that the 1920s was a period of material success.

2.1 As a result of the war, the US had changed from a debtor nation to a creditor.

2.2 There was further urbanization, new development of technology and mass production.

e.g. by 1930, the urban population reached 56.2%, 80% of the town and city homes had electricity.

2.3 With the growth of production, there was a marked increase in living standard.

e.g. one out of six owned an automobile; one telephone for two and a half households; radios and refrigerators became population.

2.4 Foreign trade was greatly expanded and there was a favorable balance of trade.

V. The Great Depression and the New Deal

1. The Great Depression

1.1 Causes of the Great Depression

The root reason was the laissez-faire nature of capitalism.

There were serious weaknesses in American economy in the 1920s:

1.1.1 ONE was that there was no regulation or control over various kinds of investment companies resulted from the government’s little interest in regulation and control.

1.1.2 ANOTHER was stock market speculation and over-expansion of credit.

1.2 The initiator of the Great Depression

The stock market crash was the beginning of a long economic depression.

1.3 Seriousness of the Great Depression

1.3.1 Billions of dollars of paper profits were wiped out within a few hours as a result of the stock market crash.

1.3.2 The gross national product (GNP) shrank from $87 billion in 1929 to $41 billion in 1933.

1.3.3 The jobless doubled from 7 million in 1930 to 15 million in 1932 out of a total labor force of 45 million.

1.3.4 Over 5,500 banks failed between 1929 and early 1933, wiping out the savings of millions of families.

1.3.5 Misery and personal sufferings were widespread.

Young people about 2 million in all became “tramps”, riding the train to nowhere in particular, hoping to get a job or meal at every stop.

Millions of homeless slept in parks, subways or abandoned buildings.

Hungry people were seen looking for scraps of food in garbage cans.

2. President Roosevelt’s New Deal

2.1 Roosevelt

In 1932, in the depth of the depression, Franklin D. Roosevelt was selected as president who promised a “New Deal” to get America out of the depression. His “fireside chats” over radio were listened to by millions of people.

2.2 Contents of the “New Deal”

The “New Deal” included the following contents:

2.2.1 Strengthening of government regulation and control of banking;

2.2.2 Establishment of social security system;

2.2.3 Stimulation of the recovery of industry and agriculture;

2.2.4 Formulation and implementation of federal labor laws to raise the role of labor in the relations of production

2.2.5 Improvement of the situation of minorities.

2.3 Comment

The aim of these measures, as President Roosevelt put it, was to “save American democracy”. And these measures did help overcome the most serious economic crisis of the capitalist system up to that time.

VI. WWII and the US

1. The nature of WWII

Restructuring of world order.

The Second World War was the result of struggle between the great powers for control of the world and military expansion.

2. American wartime foreign policy

2.1 Isolationist

2.1.1 In the early 1930s, the American foreign policy was isolationist, that is, to keep the US out of the fighting that was going on in Europe and Asia.

2.1.2 The aim was to prevent the US from being dragged into the war.

2.2 The Lend-Lease program

With the spread of the war, especially after the fall of France, the US moved gradually away from neutrality and tried to give Britain what it needed while at the same time not running the risk of offending the isolationists in Congress. The Lend-Lease program is a case in point.

2.3 American involvement in the war

The bombing of Pearl Harbor changed the whole situation. America began to be involved in the war.

2.4 American wartime objectives and basic policy

2.4.1 American wartime objectives

     American wartime objectives were the total destruction of the Axis powers and the establishment of a world order in accord with American ideals and interests.

2.4.2 American wartime basic policy

     Wartime American basic policy was FIRST to win the war and SECOND to establish a postwar political structure in accord with American interests and to prevent the Soviet Union over-expansion.

课后思考与练习：

1、Answer the following questions:

   1) What were some of the features in the development of American economy in the early 20the century?

   2) What is progressivism? What were some of the reform efforts?

   3) Give examples to show that the 1920s was a period of material success.

   4) How serious was the Great Depression?

   5) What were the major points of the New Deal?

2、Explain the following terms:

   1) Muckrakers

   2) Lend and Lease

   3) New Deal    □

1945- till now

I. The Origins of the Cold War

1. The root cause of the Cold War

   The root cause of the Cold War was the contradictory goal and conflicts of post-war world order.

1.1 The United States wanted to establish American leadership in the world and open the world market to American goods and capital. So it wanted to break down the Soviet sphere of influence in Eastern Europe.

1.2 While the Soviet Union, out of its own security concern and fear of capitalist encirclement, was determined to keep its hold on the Eastern European countries and to defend its sphere of influence at all costs.

2. Two Camps

   Socialism vs. Capitalism
       When WWII finally ended in September 1945, the clash of interests of the US and the Soviet Union became obvious and intense.

3. Containment policy

The two countries tried to analyze the other party’s intentions and worked out their own policy.

3.1 The Soviet Union thought there could be no long-term peaceful coexistence between socialism and capitalism and the Soviet Union should rapidly build up its strength for the finally struggle against capitalism represented by the US and Britain.

3.2 The US, having taken the suggestions of George Kennan, the American embassy to Moscow, adopted the containment policy towards The Soviet Union until 1989.

II. The Truman Doctrine and Marshall Plan

1. Truman Doctrine

1.1 The background

1.1.1 Soviet sphere of influence in Eastern Europe out of its own security concern and fear of capitalist encirclement.

1.1.2 British support to and withdraw from Greece and Turkey.

On February 21, 1947, Britain informed the US that it would end financial support of Greece and Turkey and withdraw troops from these countries on April 1 and if the US did not move in, these 2 countries might fall into the hands of the Soviet Union.

1.1.3 When Truman became President on March 12, 1947, he carried out such a doctrine.

1.2 Truman Doctrine

1.2.1 It was Truman’s foreign policy towards communism;

1.2.2 It promised to give military and economic aid to European countries that were fighting against Soviet Union;

1.2.3 The purpose was to “contain” the spread of communism.

Truman openly declared of the containment policy when he became President.

1.3 Marshall Plan

1.3.1 The Background

While the Truman Administration was dealing with the crisis in Greece and Turkey, the economic situation in Western Europe was worsening. 

As some officials suggested, if the US did not provide aid immediately, Western Europe might turn communist.

1.3.2 Marshall Plan

1.3.2.1 Economic assistance to Western European countries

1.3.2.2 The purpose was again to prevent the spread of communism.

1.3.2.3 It was called Marshall Plan because it was announced by Secretary of State George Marshall on June 5, 1947.

III. The Berlin Blockade and the Founding of the NATO

1. The Berlin Blockade

1.1 The occupation of Berlin and the division of zone

After WWII, Berlin was occupied by the US, Britain, France and Soviet and divided into zones. Later the 3 western-occupied zones were merged.

1.2 Conflicts in the reform of currency

1.2.1 In order to control inflation in the unified zone, the US, Britain and France decided to reform the currency.

1.2.2 The Soviet Union rejected for fear that this measure might affect the economic situation in its occupied zone.

1.3 The Russians cut off of Western routes to the jointly occupied city of Berlin

When the West rejected the Soviet objection, the Soviet Union suddenly cut off Western routes to the jointly occupied city of Berlin, located well inside the Soviet-occupied zone of Germany.

2. The NATO---consequence of the Berlin blockade

   2.1 The blockade pushed West Berlin to the side of the US and made the Western European countries feel the need for closer relations and cooperation with the US. It also paved the way for the North Atlantic Treaty.

   2.2 The North Atlantic Treaty, signed on April 4, 1949, provided that an attack on any of the parties to the treaty would be regarded as an attack on all.

   2.3 the ratification of the treaty by the US marked the beginning of US efforts in setting up a military alliance around the Soviet Union and its allies.

IV. US Support to Chiang Kaishek and the Korean War

1. US support of Chiang Kaishek

1.1 The Japanese surrender

At the end of WWII when the Japanese surrendered, the US ordered Japanese troops to surrender only to KMT troops.

1.2 The Civil War

As a result, armed clashes broke out between the Chinese Communist and the KMT. The US backed Chiang and the Civil War broke out in 1947.

1.3 Founding of the People’s Republic of China

Within 3 years, the PLA liberated Mainland China and the People’s Republic of China (PRC) was founded.

1.4 Mutual alliance with the Soviet Union

New China declared that it would lean to the side of the Soviet Union and both signed a mutual alliance treaty.

1.5 American protect to Taiwan

The Truman Administration did its best to keep Taiwan from falling into the hands of the PRC, and in 1950 Truman sent the 7th Fleet to Taiwan Straits to prevent the PLA from liberating Taiwan.

2. The Korean War (June 1950-July 1953)

   The Korean War was another step of the US to contain Communist expansion.

V. McCarthyism

1. The Lost of China    refer to IV. 1

2. The failure in the Korean War

3. The Soviet atomic bomb

   All these (1,2,3) accelerated the American fear of Communism and gave rise to McCarthyism.

4. McCarthy

       McCarthy was a Republican senator. In February 1950, he claimed in a public speech that scores or even hundreds of known Communists were still working in the State Department. He later extended his charge to include other government departments, the ivy-leagued universities and even the military, saying they were all part of “the Communist apparatus”.

This led to the comprehensive investigation of all federal employees by the FBI (Federal Bureau of Investigation. Over 2,000 employees resigned and 212 persons were dismissed on the ground that there was reasonable doubt as to their loyalty. His accusation was proved to be a “big lie”.

5. McCarthyism

5.1 McCarthyism refers to the campaign of widespread persecution of Communists and progressive people and the anti-Communist hysteria in the US during the 1950 launched by McCarthy.

5.2 Many people, such as Alger Hiss, an official of high position in the State Department, some scientists and others, were accused of being Soviet spies.

5.3 It frightened a large number of ordinary Americans and people began to feel that it would be safer to conform than to disagree with the majority.

VI. The Civil Rights Movement in the 1950s  民权运动

1. Nature of the Civil Rights Movement

   It was a fight between the White and the Blacks and the fight of the Blacks for racial segregation and racial discrimination.

2. The Little Rock Incident

   2.1 It was a result of racial segregation.

   2.2 In 1957, when the courts ordered 12 black students admitted to the local high school, Arkansas governor used State National Guard to prevent the admission of African-American students to all white schools in Little Rock. In return, President Eisenhower sent US troops to give protection to the black students going the school.

3. Martin Luther King, Jr.

   3.1 Rosa Parks Incident

Rosa Parks was a middle-aged black woman. In December 1955, she refused to give up her seat on the bus to a white passenger who had just gotten on while Rosa was returning from a hard day’s work in a downtown department store. As a result, Rosa was arrested and fined 10 dollars.

   3.2 Martin Luther King

Rosa’s arrest started a-year-long boycott of the bus company公共汽车抵制运动.

The boycott was led by Martin Luther King, Jr., a young black clergyman who later became a national leader of the Civil Rights movement.

VII. American Society During the Postwar Boom: 1945-1960s

战后生育高峰期的美国社会

The cornerstones of the postwar economic boom

Since 1945 the US had entered a 25-year economic boom. The cornerstones were the automobile, housing, and defense industries.

Crucial to the postwar economic boom was the baby boom, which was both a cause and an effect of prosperity.

Of the 3 cornerstones of the postwar economic boom, 2 were related to the upsurge in birth.

1. Construction boom

The 1st was a construction boom to provide houses and schools for all these children;

2. Automobile manufacturing

The 2nd was automobile manufacturing for the growing new communities;

3. The 3rd was military spending.

VII. The Cuban Missile Crisis古巴导弹危机

1. Soviet intention of missile site in Cuba

In 1962, for reasons still not fully known to public, the Soviet Union sent both offensive and defensive medium and intermediate missiles with nuclear warheads to Cuba and started building missile sites there.

2. The American shock and demand of the removal

This was found by American spy planes, and President Kennedy decided on the use of naval force to prevent military material and arms from getting into Cuba and demanded the removal of the missiles.

3. Impending nuclear war

For a few days, the 2 superpowers stared at each other, with the possibility of a nuclear war looming large.

4. In the end, the Soviet accepted American conditions and the news brought relief to the whole world.

IX. The Vietnam War

1. Nature of the Vietnam War

The American policy of containment of Communism led the US into the war in Vietnam which turned out to be the longest war it fought (1950-1975).

2. Americanized Vietnam War

Why was the Vietnam War Americanized?

2.1 US support to the south to contain the Communist

When the Vietnam Civil War began, the US supported the South and sought to contain both communists in the South and from the North.

2.2 The corrupt and repressive of the South Vietnam government

But the South Vietnamese government was corrupt and repressive and had no support of the people.

2.3 Americanized war

If the US wanted to carry on the war and prevent the loss of Vietnam to the Communists, it had to take over the fighting itself. So gradually, the war was “Americanized”, that is the war was fought with American money, weapon and soldiers.

3. “Vietnamization” of the war

What is meant by “Vietnamization” of the war?

3.1 The Anti-war Movement swept the United Stated.

3.2 Richard Nixon, who was elected on a platform of ending the Vietnam War, changed the strategy into “Vietnamization” of the war-built South Vietnamese troops to replace American fighting force.

3.3 After long and difficult negotiations, the US and North Vietnam signed a cease-fire agreement. On April 29, 1975, the National Liberation Front forces took Saigon and soon the two parts of Vietnam became a united country.

4. Impact of the Vietnam War on American society

4.1 The US was weakened as a result of the long war.

e.g. about 60,000 young Americans lost their life in the war

   $150 billion spent on the war, and unfavorable balance of trade

4.2 American society had never been so divided since the war, people were confused and disappointed.

e.g. the anti-war movement, the Civil Rights movement, the counterculture movement反正统文化运动, the feminist movement. The lost generation.

4.3 There was serious disagreement within the ruling circle.

4.4 The image of the US, especially the image of the American armed forces, was discredited.

e.g. the morale of the American soldiers was low and drug-taking was widespread

    The war drew criticism not only from the opponents but also the former supporters.

4.5 American values were challenged

X. US Relations with China

   How did US-China relations change from hostility to the re-establishment of diplomatic relations?

1. The Taiwan problem had been a key problem in US-China relations.

2. American look for ways to improve relations with China in late 1960s

In late 1960s, with the deep involvement in the Vietnam War and the expansion of the Soviet Union, the US began to look for a way to improve relations with China so as to help for its withdrawal from Vietnam and to work with China against Soviet expansion.

3. Establishment of diplomatic relations in January 1979

In February 1972, President Nixon visited China and the 2 countries issued the Shanghai Communiqué. The visit ended 23 years of hostility and led to the establishment of diplomatic relations in January 1979.

XI. Reform, Radicalism and Disappointment 1961-1973

1. Kennedy’s New Frontier新边疆

It refers to President Kennedy’s program promising civil rights for the blacks, federal aid to farmers and to education, medical care for all and the abolition of poverty.

   (The phrase “New Frontier” was coined by J.F. Kennedy. It stressed the need for “a new generation of leadership---new men to cope with new problems and new opportunities”.

        Kennedy never defined clearly the New Frontier; the message in general was “march” “activity”. Kennedy stressed the importance of the space program which finally led to the landing of 2 American astronauts on the moon in 1969.)

2. Johnson’s War on Poverty

As part of President Johnson’s program of Great Society, the War on Poverty meant to spend more money to wipe out poverty through education and job training programs.

 Significance: (1) The War on Poverty greatly reduced hunger and suffering in the US. 

            (2) Especially significant was the doubling of federal spending on social security, health, welfare, and education between 1965 and 1970.

3. The Counterculture movement

3.1 What is counterculture?

It was a movement of revolt in the 1960s against the moral values, the aesthetic standards, the personal behavior and the social relations of conventional society. 

反正统文化是一种反叛运动，反对常规社会的道德价值、审美标准、个人行为和社会关系。

Some reform-minded whites, especially college students, began to challenge the very basis of the American Dream. 

Revolutionaries, such as Mao Zedong and Castro, became models for some people.

3.2 What are some of the forms of counterculture?

3.2.1 One of the features of it was its association with drug. 

(Many young people experimented with drugs that can produce imagined things)

3.2.2 The 2nd feature was its link with rock music.

Rock music became the chief vehicle for the counter culture attack on the status quo.

3.2.3 The 3rd feature was its open advocacy of sexual freedom.

4. The Feminist movement

4.1 Following the adoption of the 19th Amendment in 1920, the women’s rights movement had faded.

4.2 But in the 1960s feminism was reborn.

4.3 The founding of the National Organization for Women (NOW) in 1966.

In 1963, Betty Friedan, in her Feminine Mystique, wrote that the American home had become a “comfortable concentration camp”. The book inspired the founding in 1966 of the National Organization for Women (NOW).

4.4 A reform organization, NOW battled for equal rights in partnership with men.

4.5 Radical feminists challenged everything from women’s economic, political, and legal inequality to sexual double standards and sex role stereotypes.性别角色的陈规陋习

XII. Watergate Scandal of Nixon

1. Watergate Scandal in 1972 involved President Richard Nixon.

2. It referred the illegally sabotage阴谋破坏and espionage间谍活动of Nixon’s Committee to Re-elect the President. 5 men who illegally broke into the offices of the Democratic National Committee were arrested at the Watergate apartment-office complex in Washington D.C.

3. When it was discovered, Nixon used his privilege to prevent the investigation and lied again and again which almost resulted in his impeachment.

4. Influence of the Watergate Scandal

Americans’ disillusion grew.

4.1 Most Americans had grown up believing their system was the most powerful, the best, the most democratic in the history of humankind.

4.2 After the Watergate, Americans began to doubt their values.

By early 1980s, far fewer Americans clung to such beliefs. People began to wonder “If you can’t trust the President, who can you trust.”

XIII. New Conservatism and the Election of Ronald Reagan新保守主义

1. What was the cause of the New Conservatism?

1.1 From the mid-1970s onward, the US suffered from “stagflation”滞胀

Stagnation (no or little growth in economy) ＋ inflation

It caused rising unemployment, more and more disappointment and dissatisfaction.

1.2 Besides, the Vietnam War and the Watergate Scandal made many Americans feel humiliated and want to strike back.

All this brought about in the late 1970s and early 1980s a rise in New Right Conservatism.

2. Who were the New Rights?

The New Rights consists of 2 groups of people:

2.1 the firm believers of Protestant religious teaching who were more concerned with social and moral issues;

2.2 the intellectuals who were more concerned with political and foreign policy issues.

3. The election of Reagan

It was this trend of conservatism that brought Ronald Reagan into the White House.

Reagan took a “return to the past” policy. 
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