Education in the United States

课程名称：英语国家社会与文化
本课内容：Education in the United States
授课时间：90分钟

教学目的: 通过本节课的教学，使学生了解美国教育的体系及著名大学，对比中美教育。

教学意义: 帮助学生了解主要英语国家的社会与文化概貌，如地理、历史、政治、经济、社会生活和文化传统等方面的基本知识。
教学重点: 美国教育体系
教学难点: 美国教育体系
教学方式：以电子课件为主，辅以少量板书的课堂讲授。
教学内容: (详见下页）

美国教育目的；

           美国教育体系；

           美国著名大学。 

教学方法：采取教师教授为主，结合学生课堂讨论。
时间分配::  List of Numbers (5 分钟.); 

The Goal of Education in the US (10 分钟); 

Education ----a local matter (15 分钟.); 

What an American Student Learns (25 分钟.) 

Education in a new nation; Famous Universities in the US (15 分钟.); How to go to college (10 分钟); 

The System of Higher Education is complex in the US(10 分钟)
Writing on blackboard: 

1. List of Numbers

elementary and secondary schools students：  70 million

elementary and secondary schools: 100 000

College and Universities:3500

college students:15 million

2. Harvard University

Yale University

Princeton

MIT:麻省理工学院

Homework: Exercise in the Unit 

Education in USA

“A system of no systems”

0. American beliefs of and commitment to education

In the US, education is regarded as both an individual benefit and a social necessity. It is a general view that every American has the right and obligation to become educated.

0.1 Personal benefits

American believe that, through education, an individual acquires the knowledge, skills, attitudes and abilities which will enable him to fit into society and improve his social status.

0.2 Social benefits

Education helps to shape the society and develop the national strength.

0.3 A “cure-all”

Very often, Americans look to education as the cause of personal and national success and the cure of social and economic ills, holding the view that the future of the nation depends largely on education.

I. Characteristics of American Education

   1. Rate to college and universities

At present, more than half of high school graduates go on to institutions of higher learning.

   2. Nature of schools, colleges and universities

Some schools, colleges and universities are public and others are private.

Public schools are created, financially supported and governed by states or communities.

Private schools are those by religious groups, or nonreligious private organizations or individuals.

   3. Characteristics of American education

3.1 Diversity---a system of no systems

    3.1.1 Diversity is considered to be an outstanding characteristic of American education.

    3.1.2 This can be seen not only in the type, size and control of the institutions, but educational policies and practices.

    3.1.3 Many variations can be found in the education system of the 50 states.

3.2 Community control

    3.2.1 Education is a function of the state, not the federal government.

    3.2.2 There is not a national system of education in the US. State has the freedom to develop as extensive or limited a school system as it desires.

    3.2.3 The federal government influences education and contributes financially to education development, but it has no control over educational policy and practice across the states.

II. Elementary and Secondary Education

1. Term: Elementary and secondary education in the US last 12 year from age 6 to 18.

2. Pattern: The typical organizational pattern for both is: the elementary school covers grades 1---8 and the high school 9---12. Others 1—5 or 6, 6 or 7—9, 10—12.

3. Management: 

3.1 At the state level, there is the state board of education教育委员会 which is responsible for establishing policies.

3.2 At the district level, each local school district has a governing board管理委员会 which is responsible for the hiring of professional and support staff, determining curriculum, etc.

4. Curriculum

4.1 It mainly consists of mastery of the basics, such as reading, writing, and arithmetic or mathematics.

4.2 Recently, socialization (or citizenship) skills are emphasized.

5. Different high schools---comprehensive, academic, vocational and technical schools

5.1 Comprehensive high schools provide both academic and vocational education;

5.2 Academic high schools prepare students for college;

5.3 Vocational and technical schools provide for a variety of occupational and vocational education.

III. Higher education

1. Higher education in the US began with the founding of Harvard College in 1636.

2. Classifications of higher education

Colleges and universities in US can be divided into research universities, doctoral universities, master’s comprehensive colleges and universities, liberal arts colleges offering BA degree, junior colleges and specialized institutions.

3. Functions

The system of higher education in the US has 3 principal functions: teaching, research and public service.

4. Admission

How are students admitted to college?

4.1 Admission to an institution is determined by each college or university. 

4.2 It is selective and competitive.

4.3 The general standards for admission include successful completion of high school, high school grade point average and class rank.

4.4 For ivy-league universities, the Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)学业能力测试is needed.

4.5 Open admissions 

What is meant by “Open Admissions”?

Open admissions are also being practiced in some public institutions. Admission to these institutions requires a high school diploma or its equivalent, but in most cases, involves almost no restriction.

5. Community college

5.1 Form

It is a kind of 2-year college emerged to meet the immediate need of the economic expansion and rapid rise in immigrants of the times. They grant associate degrees准学士学位.

5.2 Guiding principle

The guiding principle of community college is higher education for everyone and the philosophy that equality must mean equal opportunity for self-realization and for the recognition of individual differences.

5.3 Role

5.3.1 The community college as an institution is one of the most important innovations in the history of American higher education.

5.3.2 It has played an important role in making higher education more accessible and in meeting the needs of educated adults, employees of local business, professionals requiring certification as well as community organization.

5.4 The function it performs

5.4.1 First, it prepares students for transferring to a BA program at a 4-year institution;

5.4.2 Second, it provides vocational training for people who are already working or expect to be working in the future;

5.4.3 Third, it gives remedial instruction补习 to high school students who are underprepared for college academically and adults who did not learn basic skills in elementary or secondary schools.

5.4.4 Fourth, it offers recreational, cultural activities for adults who are not seeking regular vocational of academic skill.

5.4.5 Fifth, it absorbs students in a 4-year program who are not qualified into a lower-status vocational program.

IV. Education Reform

1. Problems in education in the post-war years

In the post-war years, American education has undergone great reform. In the 1980s, the problems in education again drew the attention of many people.

In 1983, a report entitled “A Nation At Risk” was issued which cited high rates of adult illiteracy, declining SAT scores and low scores on international comparison of knowledge by American students as examples of the decline of educational standards.

2. Focus of the mid-1980s educational reform

By the mid-1980s, a wave of educational reform swept the country. These reforms had 2 focuses:

2.1 the first was the raising of the standards of teaching and learning;

2.2 the second was the restructuring of the schools.

3. Problems associated with American education today

The reform efforts of the 1980s had little impact.

3.1 School children are not well-prepared for the 21 century;

3.2 Students’ achievement in some subjects shows no improvement;

3.3 The nation’s high school graduation rate remains 86%;

3.4 No increase in the percentage of the minority students’ enrollment for college or the degree awarded them;

3.5 Violence is still a serious problem and drug taking is increasing.

课后思考与练习：

1、Answer the following questions:

   1) What are some of the characteristics of American education?

   2) What is the typical organizational pattern for elementary and secondary schools?

   3) Which was the earliest institution of higher education in the US?

   4) What are the three principal functions of institution of higher education?

   5) How are students admitted to an institution of higher education? What is meant by “open admission”?

   6) What role does the community college play? What is the guiding principle of such college?

   7) What are some of the problems associated with American education today?

For Reference

Famous Universities in the US
Harvard University

Yale University

Princeton

MIT:麻省理工学院

Top 10 USA University（2006）
MIT (Massachusettes Institute of     Techonology)
Harvard
University of Penn
UC Berkeley(加州大学伯克利分校)  

· New York University
Cornell University
Columbia University
Stanford University
Yale University
Princeton University 

Compare with China Educational System

China’s Educational System

Generally , education in China can be divided into the following stages:

Pre-school education for the 3-5 years old children in kindergartens. 
Primary education for 6-11 years old children. Primary schools are usually run by local educational authorities, and in some cases, by enterprises and individuals. 

Secondary school provided to 12-17 years old children. Education of this kind is conducted by local governments and various business authorities are classified as secondary schools or vocational high schools whose graduates hold the same degree studying as graduates senior middle schools and sorts of secondary professional schools whose graduates enjoy some privileges as from colleges. In particular, public secondary schools include junior middle schools and senior middle schools, both for three years of study. Students graduating from junior schools usually go to common senior middle schools, and parts of them go to vocational high schools or secondary professional schools for 3-5 years of studying. 

Higher education constituted by those for vocational college students, undergraduates, postgraduates and doctorial students. Higher education is performed by universities, colleges, institutes and vocational colleges. These institutions bear the three major tasks of raising courses, doing scientific researches and providing social services. 

Social Problems in the US
课程名称：英语国家社会与文化
本课内容：Social Problems in the US

授课时间：90分钟

教学目的: To teach the students to grasp the Social Problems in the US, such as, Racial Problems, Poverty, Drug Abuse and Crime, etc., as a result make the students have a complete idea of American social life.

教学意义: Social Problems in the US are very important for students to

learn. It is a fact that there exist lots of Social Problems in American

society, though it is a developed and rich country. To have a better 

understanding of the problems will help students grasp the society of

America from a new perspective.
教学重点: Racial Problems; Crime
教学难点: The Abuse of Power by Government and Corporations
教学方式: multi-media and electronic courseware
教学内容: (see next page in detail）

Ⅰ. Racial Problems

Civil rights Movement:民权运动

Martin Luther King

Ⅱ. Poverty

Ⅲ. Drug Abuse
 Ⅳ. Crime

1.the blacks’ crimes
2.White-collar crimes
Ⅴ.The Abuse of Power by Government and Corporations

Ⅵ. Review the units learned this term and tell students something about the exam.

教学方法：use of discussion and examples
时间分配: Racial Problems (20 min.); Poverty (10 min.); Drug Abuse (10 min.); Crime (25 min.) The Abuse of Power by Government and Corporations(15 min.); Review the units learned this term and tell students something about the exam(10 min.)

课堂板书: 

1. Civil rights Movement:

Martin Luther King

white Anglo-Saxon Protestant
2. the blacks’ crimes

White-collar crimes

课后作业: Exercise in Unit 10
ⅠRacial Problems

1. In the US, any group other than the dominant white Anglo-Saxon Protestant majority is a minority group in American society.

2. the racial and ethnic minorities refer to the blacks, American Indians, the

Hispanics and Asian Americans. All these racial groups are suffering from racial discrimination.
3. The blacks used to be the largest of the racial and ethnic minorities, who number over 25.2 million, or 11.7% of the population

4. In 1619, the first blacks were brought to North America.

5. In 1863, after the abolition of slavery, racial discrimination was still practiced against the blacks. 

The discrimination to the blacks

(1) The first blacks were brought to North America in 1619.

(2) The Northern States had all outlawed slavery by 1830, but the Southern Sates maintained till the end of Civil War.

(3) Segregation continued till 1950.
Civil rights Movement:民权运动

Martin Luther King

ⅡPoverty
The unequal distribution of income: the richest fifth of American Families receives over 40% of the national income, while the poorest fifth receives only 5.2%.

ⅢDrug Abuse: the most challenging social problem

    “Drug problem” is regarded by most Americans as a major threat to the society，particularly to its young people. It has a wide range of social costs. It has serious effects on individuals.

   List of numbers

ⅣCrime

1.the blacks’ crimes
2.White-collar crimes are those committed by higher income groups such as the crimes of fraud, false advertising, bribery and embezzlement, etc. (p.164)
ⅤThe Abuse of Power by Government and Corporations

   Another urgent problem is about the abuse of power by government and corporations.

Government and corporations are widely distrusted because of their lack of responsibility.

1.the FBI: the Federal Bureau of Investigation 

2. the CIA: The Central Intelligence Agency 

For reference

  I have a dream(adopt)

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, every hill and mountain shall be made low; the rough places will be made plain; and the crooked places will be made straight; and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together. This is our hope. This is the faith that I go back to the South with. 

With this faith we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this faith we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of brotherhood. With this faith we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one day.

  New Zealand

课程名程：英语国家社会与文化 

本课内容：新西兰概况

授课时间：90分钟

教学目的与意义

1. Lead students to understand the location and the geographic features of NZ

2. Lead students to know the unique species and plants in NZ

3. Help students to get familiar to Maori culture 

4. Lead students to know the history and relationship of Maori and Pakeha 

教学重点

The geographic features of NZ and Maori culture 

教学方式

以教师讲解为主，强调课件的展示，重点以学生为主导教师为引领的方式进行。

讲授内容

1. The location and geographic features of NZ

2. The unique plants and animals

3. The special features of Maori culture and its history

讲授方法

整个教学过程强调以学生为中心，采用综合理解的方法，通过任务教学手段加强学生的合作学习，强化学生参与理解课程内容。
时间分配

   讲解40分钟；

课件视频图片展示15分钟；

学生参与活动10-20分钟；

复习提纲 5分钟;

课间休息5分钟

课堂板书

1. Aotearoa  “a land of the long white cloud”

2. kiwi, kakapo, reptile species

3. Maori

4. The treaty of Waitangi

5. marae; Hui; Hongli; Moko; Haka, 

课后作业 Exercises in the text book

Detailed contents and process 

I. Ask students to think about New Zealand (5 m’)

1) What do you know about NZ?

2) Where is New Zealand 

II. New Zealand is special country in many ways. It’s a small country with a small population. It long away with the large powerful countries, but it has its unique features. It gives people a clean, green image: fresh air, clean rivers, lakes and sea; clean food; green trees and mountains and blue skies. (课件展示)

III. New Zealand is situated in the southwest Pacific Ocean. It is a large, long group of islands, 1600 kilos. From north to south. NZ has another name, “Aotearoa”, which means “a land of the long white cloud” in the native Maori language. 

1) It is made up of two main parts, the North Island and the South Island, separated by Cook Strait. The third largest island, Stewart Island, is the south of the South Island.(课件地图展示)

2) The whole area is of 270,500 square kilos, and is similar in size to Japan or the British Isles. 

3) A wide variation in landscape is formed by diversity of physical geography.

4) Examples of land features of North Island and South Island.

5) The climate in NZ is maritime. Many parts of the country have extremes of wind and rain. Seasons are opposite to the Northern Hemisphere.

4.  Unique native species, plants, birds and insects (such as kiwi, kakapo, reptile species)

IV. Brief introduction about NZ

1) Population (2006 est.): 4,157,128. 

2) Capital: Wellington.
3) Languages: English, Maori (both official). 

4) Most of the people are of European origin; about one-tenth are Maori, and some are Pacific Islanders and Chinese and Indians. 

5) Introduction of National flag ,National Anthem--God defend New Zealand

6) National emblems

7) Words of National Anthem  

 The system of government

· The Government is formed from a democratically elected House of Representatives.

· The head of State is the Queen. 

· This system is known as a constitutional monarchy.

· Geographical features of NZ
 The Melting Pot of NZ  
· Europeans—Britain, Netherlands, Scotland, Irish, Germany, Italy, Greece, etc.

· Polynesian---Maori,

· Pacific islanders

· Asian people 

 The Characteristics of New Zealanders

· New Zealanders are largely sophisticated and highly educated urban dwellers. 

· New Zealand has a diverse population — but with some uniting features that make it unique in the world. 

· The relatively isolated South Pacific location and rugged landscapes makes many New Zealanders quiet and independent, yet resourceful and self-reliant, and a genius for invention. 

V. Maoritanga 

  Maoritanga means “Maori culture”. It embraces the language, customs and traditions that make up the rich heritage of the indigenous people of Aoteraroa New Zealand. 

Some questions for students to discuss according to the materials on the text book.

· Who were their ancestors and the beautiful legend of Aotearoa
· What were their oral traditions and historical explanation?

Show some pictures to explain their great process of flight to this land.

1.Arrival of Maori

The earliest setters of this and are the voyagers from East Polynesia over 1000 years ago. These people, the forefathers of today’s Maori, lived in tribes based on family networks. They named this land--- “ land of the long white cloud” 

Using the abundant natural resources for food and trade, Maori developed a rich culture. 

Maori creation story tells of the sky father, Ranginui, and the earth mother, Papatuanuku, who were the parents of all the gods. From genealogy it traces the descent of a Maori individual from the gods, to their ancestors from Hawaiki who sailed canoes across the Pacific Ocean and then down to their present tribal groupings in Aoteroa. 

Although some Maori still live in their tribal areas, over 80% of the Maori population live in urban areas. 

2. Arrival of Europeans

Dutch explorer Able Tasman was the first European to visit New Zealand in 1642 and named it Nieuw Zeeland.

It wasn't until the 6th of October 1769 that Captain James Cook arrived in New Zealand and had trade with Maori. 

VI. Historical Events of NZ

Polynesian occupation dates to c. AD 1000.

  First sighted by Dutch explorer Abel 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.answers.com/topic/abel-tasman" \t "_parent" Janszoon Tasman in 1642. 

  The main islands were charted by Capt. James  Cook in 1769. 

  Named a British crown colony in 1840. Waitangi treaty

  The area was the scene of warfare between colonists and native Maori through the 1860s. 

 In 1893 women had voting right.

 The capital was moved from Auckland to Wellington in 1865, 

In 1907 the colony became the Dominion of New Zealand. 

In 1947 New Zealand became independent.

The literacy rate is nearly 100%. 

A revival of traditional Maori culture and art.

Maori social and economic activism have been central to political developments since the late 20th century. 

The Treaty of Waitangi (怀唐伊条约)

In 1840, over 500 Maori chiefs signed the Waitangi Treaty to keep their ownership of the natural resources, and in return, to give up the right to govern to the British Crown. This treaty is still a major issue in the relationship between Maori and Pakeha (white people). 

VII. Maori Culture

· Maoric culture embraces the language, customs and traditions that make up the rich heritage of the indigenous people of Aotearoa New Zealand.

·  The Maori creation story tells of Ranginui, the sky father, and Papatuanuku, the earth mother, who were the parents of all the gods.

· Today, over 80% of the Maori population live in urban areas. They established multi-tribal meeting places--- marae.

Maoritanga (1)

· Customs :  “胡伊”(Hui ) / Marae  

 “虹伊” (Hongi) ---a ceremony of welcome by Maori by touching noses.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Māori greetings (Tell the students how to say some Maori greetings)

· Kia ora = Gidday! (Good day!)

· Kia ora — Hello 

· Kia ora tatou — Hello everyone 

· Haere mai — Welcome 

· Nau mai — Welcome 

· Kei te pai — Good 

· Tino pai — Really good 

· Ka kite ano — Until I see you again (Bye) 

Maori Culture (2)

Tattoo (Moko), Haka, Carvings

Haka 

· The best known internationally of all Maori traditions is the haka, a dance performed to terrify the enemy and to prepare warriors for battle. 

· Today, haka starts every All Blacks international rugby match, and it is  frequently televised worldwide.

VIII. Education  system

· Children between the ages of 6 and 16 have compulsory education, and tuition in state schools is free to New Zealand residents.

· Most NZ children start primary school education at the age of 5--- often on their 5th birthday.

· At about the age of 12-13,children enter one of about 350 secondary schools, usually called colleges or high schools. 

· In the larger cities, state schools may be co-educational or single-sex.

· Private schools are often single-sex, and are usually connected to a religion. They have the same standards of accommodation, staffing, equipment and curriculum as state schools.

Universities in NZ

· Auckland University

· Otago University

· Massey University

· Auckland University of Technology

· Victoria University

· Lincoln University

· Canterbury University

· Waikato  University

Economy in NZ

1. Agriculture 

2. Energy

3. Overseas Trade

For reference

New Zealand(capital: Wellington)惠灵顿
1)New Zealand’s geography:①New Zealand is in the Southern Pacific Ocean,halfway between the equator and the South Pole. 新西兰地处南太平洋，位于赤道和南极之间。②The size of the country is similar to Britain or Japan.It has two main islands:North Island and South Island 新西兰的面积与英国和日本相近。它有2个主要的岛，北岛和南岛 ②Hilly and 3/4 land more than 200 meters above sea level③Three volcanic mountains in North Island: Ruapebh, Ngeaurohoe and Tongariro.④the largest lake: Lake Taupo(托波湖) ⑤the highest peak: Mt Cook in South Island. 3764M⑥the largest river:the Clutha(克鲁沙河) in S.I. and Waikato and the Wanganui in N.I.      1.由2岛组成：北岛和南岛2.多山，3/4地区海拔200米以上3.3座火山在北岛：鲁阿佩胡火山，扭鲁货伊火山和汤加里4.最大的湖：托波湖 5.最高峰：南岛的库克山，海拔3764米 6最大河流：克鲁沙河在南岛，怀卡托河和黄加雷河在北岛。
New Zealand is just west of the International Date Line,so it is the first country to get the new day. 
新西兰位于国际日期变更线以西，所以它是世界上第一个迎接新一天到来的国家。
Earthquakes and volcanoes are the most serious potential natural disasters. 
地震和火山是新西兰最严重的自然灾害。
2)Characteristics of New Zealand’s climate;①generally temperates.②varied climate: In the far north it is subtropical(亚热带) and in some mountainous areas of South Island it is subarctic（亚寒带）③Rain falls all year round.1.气候温和，2.多样，最北端是亚热带气候，南岛一些山区则是亚寒带气候3.常年下雨
3)Native plants and animals:①”the bush”丛林;native evergreen trees常青树: Kauri(栲李树) ，totara(椭榻拉树), the “cabbage tree”(a giant lily百合科植物).②a nocturnal(awake at nitht) bird that can not fly. It is the national symbol and New Zealander call themselves Kiwis.几维鸟是一种夜间不会飞的鸟，是新西兰的象征③ kiwifruit(新西兰果)：introd uced form chinese monkey fruit(弥猴桃).④the only native land mammal are two species of bats.
The red pohutukawa called New Zealand Christmas tree 
红色的波赫塔克瓦被称为新西兰的圣诞树 
The kiwi is a national symbol and New Zealanders refer to themselves as Kiwis. 
几 
维鸟被当作是国家的象征，新西兰人也这样称呼自己 

4)Historical background of New Zealand: ①the Maori history and the European history;②The first European to visit new Zealand was a Dutchman, Abel Tasman in 1642;③the first Englishman to visit was Captain James Cook of the British Royal Navy in 1769. ④the first offical governor, William Hobson was sent there by the British government in 1840, representing Queen Victoria, and some Maori chiefs, signed the Treaty of Waitangi.Modern New Zealand was founded.⑤it was granted internal self-government in 1852.⑥Wellington founded by the first settlers became the capital in 1865.⑦Land war between the Europeans and the Maoris broke out in the 1860s. ⑧Gold was discovered in Otago and Westland, but the gold boom ended in 1870. 1.毛利历史和欧洲历史，2.第一个到达新西兰的欧洲人是荷兰的阿贝尔.塔斯曼，1642年。3.早到达新西兰的英国人是英国皇家海军的詹姆士.库克船长，1769年。4. 1840年第一位总督威廉.赫伯森,代表维多利亚女王和毛利酋长签订了《威坦哲条约》，现代新西兰成立了。1852年，获得内部自治权6.1865年，移民者建立惠灵顿成为首都，7.19世纪60年代欧洲人和毛利人发生土地纠纷，爆发战争。8.1870年，淘金热结束
The Treaty of Waitangi 1840 has three articles 
条约的三条内容 
1) the Maori people gave the Queen of England the right to make laws for the country 
第一，毛利人把立法权交给英国女王 
2)promised the Maori own their lands,forests,fisheries and other treasured possessions,if Maori wanted to sell land ,only the Crown had the right to buy。 
第二，毛利人拥有自己的土地，森林，渔场和其他财产，如果毛利人想出售他们的财产，只能卖给英国政府。 
3)Maoris were granted all the rights and privileges of British subjects. 
第三，保证毛利人享有和英国臣民一样的权利 
The anniversary of the signing, February 6, is celebrated as New Zealand National Day, Waitangi Day, and is a national holiday. 
2月6日是条约签定的纪念日，这一天也就是新西兰的国庆日，威坦哲日，是全国性的节日。
6)Characteristics of Maori culture(Maoritanga)毛利文化: Maoritanga means Maori culture, the Maori way of life and view of the world, which is a very important part of New Zealand culture today.是毛利人的生活方式和对世界的看法，这是新西兰文化中重要的一部分。
Aotearoa—is the Maori name for New Zealand New Zealand

