Unit One

Introduction& Unit 1

The Society and Culture of Major English-Speaking Countries

课程名称：英语国家社会与文化
本课内容：The Society and Culture of Major English-Speaking Countries

授课时间：90分钟

教学目的: 通过本节课的教学，使学生了解英语国家社会与文化课程的主要内容与要求，了解文化的概念；同时对英国有一个总体上的了解。
教学意义: 帮助学生了解主要英语国家的社会与文化概貌，如地理、历史、政治、经济、社会生活和文化传统等方面的基本知识。
教学重点: 文化的概念；

          英国基本情况。

教学难点: 英国概况

教学方式：以电子课件为主，辅以少量板书的课堂讲授。
教学内容: (详见下页）
1.什么是文化？

2．英国 国土与人民
英国的不同名称及其区域
            3. 伦敦概况
教学方法：采取教师教授为主，结合学生课堂讨论。
时间分配: What is culture? (10 分钟.);

          What’s the relation between Culture and society? (10 分钟); 

Why should we learn culture (10 分钟); 

UK- a complicated country with a complicated name (40 分钟)

A Brief Idea about London. (20 分钟)

课堂板书: 

1. Culture-the foundation of communication
2. The four parts of UK

3. Main cities of England

 London

 Birmingham-second largest city of England. 

 Liverpool-second largest port of England

 Manchester- industrial and commercial centre.

课后作业: Exercises in Unit 1
 Unit One
Part One 

1.What is culture?

Culture-the foundation of communication
Culture is very abstract and complicated. Concretely speaking, it refers to all the aspects of social life, such as, the values, the practices of a society and social conventions, education, politics, art or literature,language,ideas,etc.
文化即是人们所思,所言(言语和非言语),所为,所觉的总和.文化是无处不在的,具体说来,包括社会生活的一切方面,如:价值观念,生活行为方式,社会规范等,乃至艺术,政治,经济, 教育,修养,文学,语言,思想等.

2. What’s the relation between Culture and society?

1)Culture is a separate idea from society, although culture and society are interrelated and cannot exist without each other. 

2)Culture is a system of values (or beliefs) and norms (or behaviour). A society is a system of interrelationships which connect or bind individuals together.

3. Why should we learn culture?

1)Requirement of communication

2) Language and culture are inseparable

3)Culture acquisition is important for the study of literature.

Part Two

UK- a complicated country with a complicated name

ⅠStatus in the world

Effects of its Imperial Past--“an empire in which the sun never set”（日不落帝国）:

1. one of five permanent members of the UN Security Council, a founding member of NATO, and of the Commonwealth, 

2. Member of European Union and the Group of seven

3.The make-up of the British population (Immigration has produced a population of which 1 in 20 are of non-European ethnicity.)

II. The effects of its imperial past
* The days of empire ended after World War II

1.  The effects were mainly encountered in the close relationships which exist with the 50 or more colonies of that empire, and which maintain links through Commonwealth of Nations. But more important international relation is its membership in the European Union since 1973.

2.  The makeup of the British population

--- immigration from India, Pakistan, or Caribbean (西印度群岛与中南美洲海域) countries in the 1950s and1960s. 1/20 are non-European ethnicity.

III.The features of British society:

1.a multiracial society

Racial, gender, class, regional and economic differences in the society
 a multi-racial society: most are Christians and because of immigration, many are Muslims; 

 gender difference: male and female live different lives

 class difference: the class structure of UK society is relatively obvious (A white-collar worker’s lives are very different from a blue-collar worker’s.)

 economic and regional difference within each of the 4 countries: 

 -- difference between highland and lowland Scots

 -- difference between north and south England (South is on average more wealthy than the north)

2. a society with class-structure

3. a society with difference of region difference: highland and lowland Scots，north and south England，the capital and provinces.

Part Three

Main cities of England

1. London

2. Birmingham-second largest city of England. 

3. Liverpool-second largest port of England

4. Manchester- industrial and commercial centre.
 London--cultural,bussness,and financial centre

1. One of the most famous cities of the world, London is England's capital and a favourite for tourists from all over the world who flock there in their millions. It has a history stretching back almost 2000 years, A population of 7.5 million people, and some of the most famous tourist attractions in the world. 

2.London Attractions: Big Ben and the Houses of Parliament. 

The Tower of London,

Tower Bridge, 

St Paul's Cathedral 

the River Thames

Countless fascinating museums, art galleries and famous theatres. 

The English Royal Family reside in London at Buckingham Palace where you can see the famous 'Changing of the Guard' and much more. 

3. A significant role of London

 When a man is tired of London, you are tired of life for there is in London all that life can afford. 

                                                —Samuel Johnson

London is dominant in UK in all sorts of ways.

1)It is the largest city in the country with about one seventh of the nation’s population.

2)It is seat of government.

3)It is the cultural centre.

4)It is the business centre.

5)It is the financial centre of the nation.

6)London is a huge weight in Britain’s economic and cultural life, and to some extent the rest of the country lives in its shadow.

For reference

英国历代国王与王后
	House　
	Name　
	Period　

	Saxon Kings （802-1066）
撒克逊国王　
	Egbert 埃格伯特　
	802-839　

	
	Alfred the Great 阿尔弗雷德大帝 　
	871-899　

	
	Edward the Elder爱德华（长者）　
	899-924　

	
	Athelstan 阿瑟尔斯坦　
	925-939　

	
	Edgar 埃德加　
	959-975　

	
	Ethelred the Unready艾特尔雷德（无主见者）　
	978-1016　

	
	Canute （Danish） 克努特（丹麦）　
	1016-1035 　

	
	Edward the Confessor 爱德华（忏悔者）　
	1042-1066　

	
	Harold II 哈罗德二世　
	1066　

	House of Normandy （1066-1154） 诺曼王朝　
	William I the Conqueror 威廉一世（征服者）　
	1066-1087　

	
	William II 威廉二世　
	1087-1100　

	
	Henry I 亨利一世　
	1100-1135　

	
	Stephen 斯蒂芬　
	1135-1154　

	House of Plantagenet （1154-1399） 
金雀花王朝　
	Henry II 亨利二世　
	1154-1189　

	
	Richard I 理查德一世（狮心王）　
	1189-1199　

	
	John 约翰 （失地王）　
	1199-1216　

	
	Henry III 亨利三世　
	1216-1272　

	
	Edward I 爱德华一世　
	1272-1307　

	
	Edward II 爱德华二世　
	1307-1327　

	
	Edward III 爱德华三世　
	1327-1377　

	
	Richard II 理查二世　
	1377-1399　

	House of Lancaster （1399-1461） 兰开斯特王朝　
	Henry IV 亨利四世　
	1399-1413　

	
	Henry V 亨利五世　
	1413-1422　

	
	Henry VI 亨利六世　
	1422-1461　

	House of York （1461-1485）
约克王朝　
	Edward IV 爱德华四世　
	1461-1483　

	
	Edward V 爱德华五世　
	1483　

	
	Richard III 理查三世　
	1483-1485　

	House of Tudor （1485-1603）
都铎王朝　
	Henry VII 亨利七世　
	1485-1509　

	
	Henry VIII 亨利八世　
	1509-1547　

	
	Edward VI 爱德华六世　
	1547-1553　

	
	Mary I 玛丽一世　
	1553-1558　

	
	Elizabeth I 伊丽莎白一世　
	1558-1603（45年）　

	House of Stuart（1603-1714） 斯图亚特王朝　
	James I 詹姆斯一世　
	1603-1625　

	
	Charles I 查理一世　
	1625-1649　

	Commonwealth
（共和国时期）　
	Oliver Cromwell 奥利弗·克伦威尔　
	1653-1658　

	
	Richard Cromwell 理查德·克伦威尔　
	1658-1659　

	House of Stuart（1603-1714）
斯图亚特王朝　
	Charles II 查理二世　
	1660-1685　

	
	James II 詹姆斯二世　
	1685-1688　

	
	William III and Mary II 威廉三世和玛丽二世　
	1689-1702　

	
	Anne 安妮　
	1702-1714　

	House of Hanover（1714-1910） 汉诺威王朝　
	George I 乔治一世　
	1714-1727　

	
	George II 乔治二世　
	1727-1760　

	
	George III 乔治三世　
	1760-1820　

	
	George IV 乔治四世　
	1820-1830　

	
	George IV 威廉四世　
	1830-1837　

	
	Victoria 维多利亚　
	1837-1901　

	
	Edward VII 爱德华七世　
	1901-1910　

	House of Windsor （1910-）
温莎王朝　
	George V乔治五世　
	1910-1936　

	
	Edward VIII 爱德华八世　
	1936　

	
	George VI 乔治六世　
	1936-1952　

	
	Elizabeth II 伊丽莎白二世　
	1952-　


Geographical features

1. Geographical position

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (UK) is situated north-west of the European continent between the Atlantic Ocean and the North Sea. It has a total land area of 244,100 square kilometres, of which nearly 99% is land and the remainder inland water. From north to south it is about 1,000 kilometres long.

(1) Northwest of Europe

(2) North Atlantic Ocean

(3) Separated from the rest of Europe by the English Channel

2. Geographical features

(1) An island country, surrounded by sea

(2) Highlands in the north and west

(3) Lowlands in the east and southeast

A. Part of the great European Plain

B. Level land and fertile soil

C. farming

(4) 3 natural zones in Scotland

A. the highlands in the north

B. the central lowlands

C. the southern uplands

. Rivers and Lakes

Important role of rivers in the country’s economy

1. Important Rivers

(1) the Severn River

A. the longest in the country

B. only 338 kilos long

(2) the Thames River

A. the 2nd longest

B. the most important river

C. 336 kilos long

D. Oxford and London are on the river

(3) River Clyde

A. the most important in Scotland

B. important commercial waterway

2. the Lake District

(1) in northwest England and North Wales

(2) popular tourist attractions

(3) the home of the Lake Poets

A. William Wordsworth

B. Samuel Taylor Coleridge

C. Robert Southey

 Climate

1. Typical feature of Britain’s climate

“Other countries have a climate; in England we have weather.”

The statement is often made by Englishmen to describe the peculiar meteorological conditions of their country.

A maritime type of climate

(1) rainy---abundant rainfall

   The uncertainty about the weather tends to make the Englishmen cautious.

     “A foreigner may laugh when he sees the Englishman setting forth on a brilliantly sunny morning wearing a raincoat and carrying an umbrella, but he may well regret his laughter later in the day!”

(2) changeable and unpredictable, no clear cut of 4 seasons 

“In no country other than England, it has been said, can one experience four seasons in the course of a single day! Day may break as a balmy spring morning; an hour or so later black clouds may have appeared from nowhere and the rain may be pouring down. At midday conditions may be really wintry with the temperature down by about eight degrees or more centigrade. And then, in the late afternoon the sky will clear, the sun will begin to shine, and for an hour or two before darkness falls, it will be summer.”

(3) Mild: no extremes

In England one can experience almost every kind of weather except the most extreme.

temperature: 4-6℃ in winter, 12-17℃ in summer

2. Factors influencing the climate

(1) the surrounding waters

(2) the prevailing south-west winds

(3) the North Atlantic Drift (warm current)

3. Rainfall

(1) a steady reliable rainfall throughout the year

(2) uneven distribution of rain

A. a water surplus in the north and west

B. a water deficit in the south and east

                     Unit Two

The History of England

课程名称：英语国家社会与文化
本课内容：The Society and Culture of Major English-Speaking Countries

授课时间：90分钟

教学目的: 通过本节课的教学，使学生了解英国历史，尤其是英格兰的历史；掌握主要历史事件及人物。
教学意义: 帮助学生了解主要英语国家的社会与文化概貌，如地理、历史、政治、经济、社会生活和文化传统等方面的基本知识。
教学重点: 最早的不列颠居民（公元前5000年—公元55年），罗马人的入侵（公元前55年—公元410年），盎格鲁-撒克逊人的入侵（公元446年-公元871年），丹麦人的入侵以及1066年诺曼征服。

教学难点: 英格兰与苏格兰关系

          历史上盎格鲁和萨克森人对英国的影响

教学方式：以电子课件为主，辅以少量板书的课堂讲授。
教学内容: (详见讲稿）

1.The Earliest Settlers in UK

          2. Anglo-Saxons

          3. The Norman Conquest

          4. The Great Charter and the Beginning of Parliament

教学方法：采取教师教授为主，结合学生课堂讨论。
时间分配: 1. Have a revision about the brief idea of UK. (用时15分钟)

          2．The History of England. (用时50分钟)

          3．Watch Video about England. (用时20 分钟)

          4．Students’Discussion about the relationship between England and Scotland (用时5 分钟)

课堂板书: 

1. Robin Hood
2. Anglo-Saxons

3．Excalibur （King Arthor’s Magic Sword）

4. The Great Charter

作业: Exercise in Unit 1

Unit Two  The History of England

England History- A History of Invasion

The conquest of Britain (Before AD. 1st C., made up of many tribal kingdoms of Celtic people)
	When 
	Who 
	Where from 
	Which part conquered

	43 AD—

AD.5th C
	Latin-speaking Roman
	Mediterranean countries
	England and Wales (not Scotland or Ireland)

	AD.5th C

—1066  
	Angles and Saxons

(the forefathers of the English; the founders of England)
	Germany
	Eastern and Southern Britain (not Wales and most of Scotland )

mainly England

	Late AD.8thC – AD 10th C.
	the ferocious Vikings
	Scandinavia (北欧：瑞典、挪威一带。丹麦、芬兰、冰岛等)
	Northern and Eastern England, Scotland

	AD 11th C

(1066)
	Norman French (William the Conqueror defeated King Harold at the Battle of Hastings, and built the Tower of London)
	Normandy

(northern France)
	The next few hundred years, joining various parts of the British Isles under English rule (England, Wales, Scotland, Ireland)


Legends 

1. King Arthur and his Round Table, giving knights equal precedence and showing knights’ demand for a more democratic system (During Anglo-Saxon’s invasion)

2. Robin Hood hid in the forest, rebelled against Normans and robbed from the rich to give to the poor (During the period of Norman rule)

 --a clue to the English Character: a richly unconventional interior life hidden by an external conformity (体现英国人个性的迹象:表面上似乎一致,但实际上保持着一种强烈的独特的生活方式) 

 

I. Early Settlers (5000 BC—55BC)

1. The Iberians 伊比利亚人

 （1）Who were the first known settlers (inhabitants) of Britain?

The Iberians

 （2）When did they come to Britain?

At 3000 BC during the New Stone Age

 （3）How do you know that the Iberians were the first known settlers to Britain?

     A. The proof is the long barrows (古墓冢) found, which were their communal burial mounds (公墓)

     B. the Stonehenge (圆形巨石群、阵):

a. It is a circular group of large standing stones constructed before 2000 BC. 

b. It is regarded as one of the most important monuments of its kind in Europe.

c. Exactly why it was built is unknown but it must have had religious and political significance.

(There are many different ideas about the purpose of Stonehenge: it may have been a center of sun worship, and was perhaps an observatory)

d. Some think the Stonehenge is associated with the Celts.

2. The Beaker Folk 宽口陶器人（以其铃、钟形宽口陶器而闻名）

  (1) When and where were they from?

At about 2000 BC (at the early Bronze Age) the Beaker Folk arrived from the areas now known as Holland and the Rhineland.

(2) Why were they so called? (How did they take their name?) 

from their distinctive bell-shaped drinking vessels (or beakers) 

(3) How about their civilization? (What did they bring with them?)

a) The art of pottery making
b) The ability to fashion (ornament with patterns) bronze tools
c) The custom of individual burial
d) The hill forts (堡垒) and small fortified towns (筑堡城镇). The Maiden Castle is one of the finest examples.

3. The Celts

 (1) Who were the ancestors of the Scots, Welsh and Irish?

The Celts were the ancestors of the Scots, Welsh and Irish

 (2) When and where were they from?

They began to arrive about 700 BC, and may have come from eastern and central Europe, now France, Belgium and Germany
 (3) What were these people?

A. They were Practised farmers. They drained much of the marshlands and built houses of wood and wickerwork with a weatherproof coating of mud.（带有抗风化的泥层）

B. They were ironworkers.

 (4) What was their religion?

    Druidism（德鲁伊德教），the Druids—the wise men, astrologers, soothsayers（占卜者）

II. Roman Britain (55BC—410AD)

1. What do you know about the Roman invasion of Britain?

(1) British recorded history begins with the Roman invasion.

(2) In 55 BC, the great Roman general Julius Caesar invaded Britain for the first time 

(partly to gather information about the island and partly to punish the Belgae who helped in fighting against the conquering Roman) 

the invasion was unsuccessful because of resistance, the successful invasion did not take place until nearly a century

(3) In AD 43, Emperor Claudius invaded successfully

(4) For nearly 400 years Britain was under the Roman occupation, but it was never a total occupation.

First, as a result of resistance; Secondly, Roman troops were often withdrawn from Britain to fight in other parts of the Roman Empire.

2. the Hadrian’s Wall 哈德良长城（公元2世纪，罗马皇帝哈德良下令修建的城墙，用于防御英格兰北部边境，抵抗克尔特部落的进攻）

    It was one of the two great walls built by the Romans to keep the Picts out of the area they had occupied and conquered.

(1) After the Roman occupation, the Romans met with fierce resistance and attacks from the tribes of Scotland. These people were called Picts（皮克特人）because of their “painted faces”. ) 

(2) The Romans realized that they could not conquer them. So they withdrew from the north, and built two great walls, the Hadrian’s Wall and the Antonine Wall, to resist the attacks)

3. the Roman contribution

  (1) they built a network of towns on their military camps with the capital of London

     (the suffix –caster or –chester in English place names—Lancaster, Winchester—derives from castra, the Latin word for camp.)

  (2) the Romans constructed a network of major and secondary roads. From London, roads radiated all over the country.

(3) The Romans made good use of Britain’s natural resources. They built baths, temples, amphitheatres and beautiful villas.

(4) The Romans also brought the new religion, Christianity, to Britain.

4. Why was the Roman influence on Britain so limited?

Although Britain became part of the Roman Empire, the Roman impact upon the Britons was surprisingly limited as a result of 

(1) the Romans always treated the Britons as a subject people of slave class.

(2) The Romans and the Britons never intermarried during the 4 centuries.

(3) The Romans had no impact on the language or culture of ordinary Britons.

III. The Anglo-Saxons (446-871) 盎格鲁-萨克逊人

1. Who were the Anglo-Saxons?

    The Anglo-Saxons referred to the three Teutonic tribes（日而漫部落）who invaded Britain in the mid-5th century. They were Jutes, Saxons and Angles.

    --The Jutes 朱特人, from today’s Denmark, came to Britain first for assistance to drive out the Picts and Scots.

--Then the Saxons from northern German

--The Angles who also came from northern German and were to give their name to the English people.

2. How did the Heptarchy (七王国) come into being?

During the Anglo-Saxon invasion, the three tribes named the Jutes, the Saxons and the Angles settled in different parts of Britain which was divided into many kingdoms. Among them, there were 7 principle kingdoms of Kent, Essex, Sussex, Wessex, East Anglia, Mercia and Northumbria. So they have been given the name of Heptarchy.

3. Offa’s Dyke 欧发大堤（古代英格兰的巨大土方工程。8世纪后期由麦西亚王偶发下令修建，作为英格兰河威尔士的分界线）

The Anglo-Saxon tribes were constantly at war with one another, each trying to 

get the upper hand.

(1) A long ancient earthwork 

(2) Built in the 8th century by Offa, the King of Mercia, along his western borders to keep out the Welsh

(3) As a boundary between England (to the east) and Wales (to the west)

4. How were the early Anglo-Saxons converted to Christianity?

(1) the Anglo-Saxons brought with them their own Teutonic religion when they invaded Britain, and Christianity was then only a fringe belief.

       Among the Anglo-Saxon Gods were Tiu(蒂乌)，the god of war, Woden（沃登）, king of heaven, Thor（托尔）, the god of Storms, and Freya（弗雷娅）, goddess of peace.

       The names Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday derive from these gods.

(2) In 597, the Roman Pope Gregory I sent St. Augustine to England to convert the heathen English to Christianity.

(3) Augustine was remarkably successful in converting the king and the nobility, and he became the first Archbishop of Canterbury.
(4) But the conversion of the common people was largely due to the missionary activities of the monks in the north. Monasteries sprang up throughout the country and became places of learning.

5. What contributions did the early Anglo-Saxons make to the English state?

Though the Anglo-Saxons were ferocious (barbarian, brutal) people, they laid the foundations of the English state.

(1) First, the modern names of “England” and “English” derived from the Angles.

(2) Secondly, they divided the country into shires （郡），with shire courts and shire reeves, or sheriffs（郡长官、行政司法长官），responsible for administering laws.

(3) Thirdly, they devised the narrow-strip, three-field farming system（三田耕种制度），which continued until the agricultural revolution in the 18th century.

(4) Fourthly, they also established the manorial（庄园的、领地的）system（采邑制度），whereby the lord of the manor collected taxes, and organized the local army.

(5) They created the Witan (council or meeting of the wisemen, 议会、贤人会议) to advise the king.

6. What is the Witan

(1) Witan was the council of meeting of the wisemen. 

(2) It was created by the Anglo-Saxons to advise the king. 

(3) It’s the basis of the Privy Council（枢密院）which still exists today.

7. the Privy Council

(1) An advisory body to the Crown: a body that advises the Crown on matters of government.

(2) the predecessor of the Cabinet. It was the most important part of the government until the development of the Cabinet after 1688.

(3) Its duties are now formal: it is the body through which the Queen makes certain orders, putting into effect decisions made by ministers.

(4) number of members: it has about 400 members, including all Cabinet ministers, the Speaker of the House of Commons, the Archbishops of Canterbury and York, and senior British and Commonwealth statesmen.

IV. The Viking and Danish Invasions 北欧海盗和丹麦人入侵

1. Who were the Vikings and how did they invade Britain?

(1) the Vikings were the Norwegians and the Danes from Denmark.

(2) They attacked various parts of England from the end of the 8th century and became a serious problem in the 9th century.

(3) They even managed to capture York, an important center of Christianity.

(4) They gained control of the north and east of England (“the Danelaw”)

2. What do you know about King Alfred? 

(1) Alfred was the king of Wessex.
(2) He defeated the Danes who attacked England and reached and agreement with them.

(3) The Danes gained control of the north and east of England, while Alfred ruled the rest.

(4) He also converted some leading Danes into baptized Christians.

3. What makes him worthy of the title of “Alfred the Great”?

(1) Alfred is known as “the father of the British navy” as he founded a strong fleet to beat the Danes at sea to protect the coasts, and encourage trade.

      He constructed a fleet of ships to augment his other defenses, and in so doing became known as the "Father of the English Navy."

(2) He reorganized the Saxon army to make it more efficient.

(3) He translated Bede’s Ecclesiastical History of the English People. 

He, himself, was a scholar and translated Latin books into the Anglo-Saxon tongue.

(4) He encouraged learning, established schools and formulated a legal system.

The reign of Alfred was known for more than military success. He was a codifier of law, a promoter of education and a supporter of the arts. After his death, he was buried in his capital city of Winchester, and is the only English monarch in history to carry the title, "the Great."

All this makes him worthy of his title “Alfred the Great”.

V. The Norman Conquest (1066)  诺曼征服

1. King Edward, “the Confessor” (“忏悔者“)

(1) King Edward was known as ‘the Confessor’ because of his piety to religion. He was far more Norman than Saxon.

(2) He was more concerned with the building of Westminster Abbey（威斯敏斯特大教堂）than with affairs of state.

(3) He promised the English throne to William, Duke of Normandy（诺曼底公爵）.

2. William the Conqueror

  Why did William the Conqueror invade England after Edward’s death?

(1) King Edward had promised the English throne to William,

(2) When Edward was on his deathbed, several men laid claim to the English throne, but the Witan chose Harold as king.

(3) The Battle of Hastings 哈斯廷斯战役 

A. In 1066, King Edward died with no heir, the Witan chose Harold as king.

B. William, Duke of Normandy, invaded England. 

C. On October 14, the two armies met near Hastings. After a day’s battle, Harold was killed and his army completely defeated. 

D. William entered London shortly before Christmas, and on Christmas Day he was crowned King of England in Westminster Abbey by the Archbishop of York.

E. This battle was very important on the way of the Roman Conquest.

3. What were the consequences of the Norman Conquest?

The Norman Conquest of 1066 is the best-known event in English history. It brought about many consequences.

(1) William the Conqueror confiscated almost all the land and gave it to his Norman followers.

(2) He replaced the weak Saxon rule with a strong Norman government.

(3) The feudal system was completely established in England.

(4) Relations with the Continent were opened, and civilization and commerce were extended.

(5) Norman-French culture, language, manners, and architecture were introduced.

(6) The Church was brought into closer connection with Roman, and the church courts were separated from the civil courts（世俗法庭）.

4. Why is the English nation a mixture of nationalities of different origins?

(1) The population of Britain is made up of the English, the Scottish, the Welsh, the Irish, and other peoples. The formation is complicated because England was invaded by different races at various times from Europe.

(2) Besides the early settlers, the Iberians, and the Celts, 

(3) Roman occupied Britain for nearly 400 years after 55 BC.

(4) Then the invasions of Anglo-Saxons helped to form English race and language and laid the foundation of the English state.

(5) After that was the invasion of the Vikings and Danes.

(6) Finally, in 1066, William of Normandy invaded England and began the age of the Norman Conquest that resulted in great French influence.

Therefore, many different peoples of different origins are living in Britain. 

That’s the reason why we say English nation is a mixture of nationalities of different origins.

For reference

Norman Rule (1066-1381)

1. William’s Rule (1066-1087)

 (1) The beginning of feudalism in England

Under William, the feudal system in England was completely established.

 (2) What was feudalism like in England under the rule of William the Conqueror?

   A. Who owned the land under the feudal system in England?

According to the system, the King owned all the land personally.

   B. How did William deal with the land and why?

a. William gave his barons large estates in England in return for promise of military service and a proportion of the land’s production.

   King ---barons---lesser nobles, knights and freemen---serfs

b. These estates were scattered far and wide over the country, so that the barons could not easily combine to rebel the king or that his authority was not be challenged by any powerful barons.

   C. What was the peculiar feature of feudal system in England?

        To restrain the growth of power of the barons, all landowners, big of small, took the oath of allegiance for the land the held, not only to their immediate lord, but also to the king.

   D. What did William do to the Witan?

        He replaced the Witan (the Council of Anglo-Saxon Kings) with the Grand Council.

   E. Why did William compile the Domesday Book（土地调查清册）?

      The Domesday Book: 

a. Nature: a property record, and a general survey of England made in 1085

b. Content: it stated the extent, value, the population, state of cultivation, and ownership of the land

c. Purpose: to have a reliable record of all the lands, his tenants and their possessions and to discover how much they could be called upon to pay taxes

d. Why so called: because it seemed to the English like the Book of Doom 

   F. What was William’s policy toward the church?

His policy towards the church was to keep it completely under his control.

a. on one hand, he took the English church closer to Rome

b. on the other hand, he managed to maintain his own independence

2. Henry II’s Reforms

 (1) background: Henry II was the founder of the Angevin dynasty（安茹王朝）， usually known as the Plantagenet dynasty(金雀花王朝). 

His position was rather weak

Many pressing problems had to be solved

Want to keep the barons under control

 (2) His reforms

A. Abolished the annual land tax to levied only occasionally to meet emergencies 

B. Strengthened the king’s Court 

C. Reduced the barons’ military strengths by destroying all the fortresses and disbanding their foreign soldiers 

 (3) How did Henry II reform the courts and the law?

   A. Henry II strengthened the King’s Court and extended its judicial work

a. He divided the country into 6 circuits 

b. Appointed itinerant justices (traveling judges) to each of them to see that justice was applied impartially.

   B. Henry II established the Common Law in place of the customs of the manor which had previously varied.

The Common Law: the unwritten law common to the whole people, and is case-made (based on precedent judgments and derived from acknowledged custom)

D. The Jury System replaced old English ordeals by fire and water 

(at that time a jury was to act as witnesses, not to hear evidences and give verdict)

E. Reform abuses in Church government, insisted that all clerks charged with criminal offences should be tried in the king’s courts instead of in the Bishop’s Courts. 

 (4) What was the quarrel between Henry II and Thomas Becket?

Thomas Becket was Henry’s intimate friend. Henry made Thomas Archbishop of Canterbury, hoping that he would assist him in carrying out legal reforms.

A. Henry planned to reform the old Church Courts, to increase the jurisdiction of the civil courts at the expense of the church courts, to deprive the privileges enjoyed by the clergy

B. Thomas refused to allow this, and the King became angry

The King said in a fit of anger “Is there no one to avenge me of this miserable churchman?” ---4 knights killed Thomas---Thomas immediately became a saint as a martyr to the course of the church---pilgrims to Canterbury.

VI. The Great Charter and the Beginning of Parliament

1. The Great Charter (1215)

(1) What are the two aspects of the Norman legacy that contributed to great domestic unrest in England in the 12th and 13th century?

One was England’s possession of territory in France. The other was Norman adherence to Roman Catholicism.

  (2) the Great Charter 

A. Also known as Magna Carta or the Barons’ Charter

B. King John’s reign caused much discontent among the barons and churchmen.

a. Wars against France

b. Quarrel with the Pope

(John became the King---lost all his Continental fief except a tiny spot in France---quarrel with the Pope---was forced to give in---promised not only to pay a yearly tribute to the Pope, but handed England to the Pope and received it as a fief. ---John wanted to white-wash himself with military victories---his tyrannical behavior forced the barons to raise army against him.)

C. In 1215, he was forced to sign a document, known as Magna Carta.

D. It was a guarantee of the freedom of the Church and a limitation of the King’s power.

E. It has long been regarded as the foundation of English liberties.

2. The Beginning of Parliament
  (1) Henry III’s defy of the Great Council

King John died---his son became Henry III---planned to regain lost territories

---increased taxes---a tense relation between the King and the Great Council

  (2) Simon de Montfort raised an army

Simon de Montfort, the defender of the Great Charter, raised an army against the king’s abuse of power---forced the king to accept the Provision of Oxford---the King denied and was captured by the nobles.

  (3) Change in the Great Council

Originally the Great Council was made up of the Nobles and Clergymen
↓

Now Nobles & Clergymen, 2 knights from each county and 2 citizens from each town

↓

The earliest parliament

↙      ↘

    The nobles   Knights and citizens

↓             ↓

The Lords        The Commons

(Make decisions)        (offer advice)

VII. The Hundred Year’s War with France (1337-1453)

1. The Hundred Year’s War

(1) Who were the two parties involved?    England and France

(2) Why was it so called?    Get its name for the intermittent war between England and France that lasted for a hundred years from 1337 to 1453.

(3) What were the causes?    Partly territorial and partly economic

The territorial cause was related with the possession by English kings of the large duchy in France.

The economic cause was mainly connected with Flanders: the Flemish cloth manufacturing towns were importers of English wool but they owed political allegiance to the French King.

(4) What was the result?    

Ended in failure of the English (were driven out of France)

  (5) Influence: a blessing for both countries.

2. Joan of Arc
(1) She was a national heroine of France during the Hundred Year’s War.

(2) She successfully led the French to drive the English out of France.

At an early age she claimed to have direct inspiration from God. When she was about 16, she led the French armies to victory over the English.

(3) She was condemned as a heretic and burned by the English.

For reference

 The Black Death (1348-1349) and the Peasant Uprising (1381)

1. The Black Death

(1) It was a deadly bubonic plague, and epidemic disease spread by rat fleas.

(2) It spread through Europe in the 14th century, and swept through England

(3) It killed one half of the English population, and spared no victims.

The population reduced from 4 million to 2 million during the next 15 years.

2. What harm did the Black Death do to the English society?

(1) It reduced the English population from 4 million to 2 million and brought about far-reaching economic consequences.

(2) As a result of the plague, much land was left untended and there was a terrible shortage of labor.

(3) The surviving peasants were in favourable position to demand higher wages and changed their serfdom into paid labours

3. The Lollards

(1) Who were the Lollards?

A. A group of Oxford reformers. They were poor priests and traveling preachers who were John Wyclif’s followers in the 14th century.

B. They went about preaching the equality of men before God.

C. The most famous one was John Ball.

  (2) What role did the Lollards play in the Peasant uprising of 1381?

They ideas provided mental preparation for the Peasant uprising of 1381.

4. Wat Tyler’s Uprising

(1) As a result of the Black Death, there was a terrible shortage of labors, and the surviving peasants demanded higher wages.

(2) So the government issued statutes to protect the interests of landowners.

(Establish rules to keep down wages)

(3) The repressive measures and a series of poll taxes caused much hatred and resulted in the Peasant Uprising in 1381.

Although the Uprising failed, it had great significance in English history. It dealt a deathblow to villeinage (serfdom), and a new class of yeomen farmers emerged, paving the way for the development of capitalism.
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