General Linguistics: A Course Syllabus

Aim: This course is designed for the senior English majors. It aims to familiarize them with the basic knowledge of language, and provide them with the main theories of linguistics. Therefore, they may better explain the language phenomena and solve some language problems when they encounter in their language study.

Main Contents:

Chapter 1: What is Language?

  1,1 What is language?

1.1.1 functions of language

1.1.2 design features of language

  1.2 What is linguistics?

   1.2.1 main branches of linguistics

   1.2.2 Macrolinguistics
Chapter 2: Phonetics

  2.1 Speech organs

  2.2 Consonants

   2.2.1 places of articulation

   2.2.2 manners of articulation

  2.3 Vowels

   2.3.1 cardinal vowels

   2.3.2 the classification of vowels

Chapter3: Phonology

  3.1 The phoneme and allophone

  3.2 Suprasegmental features

Chapter 4: Lexis

  4.1 What is a word?

Lexical item/ lexeme
  4.2 Where do words come from?

Chapter 5: Morphology

  5.1 Morpheme

  5.2 The formation of words

   5.2.1 types of morpheme

   5.2.2 derivation and inflection

Chapter 6: Syntax本章节参考自学考试教材《现代语言学》

  6.1 Traditional approach

  6.2 Structural approach    

  6.3 Generative approach

Chapter 7: Semantics

7.1 Meanings of meaning 参考自学考试教材《现代语言学》

  7.1.1 referential theory

  7.1.2 conceptualist view

        semantic triangle

7.2 Sense relations

 7.2.1 words

 7.2.2 sentence

Chapter 8: Pragmatics参考自学考试教材《现代语言学》

  8.1 Speech act theory

  8.2 Conversational implicature  

cooperative principle

  8.3 discourse analysis
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Evaluation:

1. Class attendance

2. group discussion

3. paper writing

4. final examination
Chapter 1: Introduction

1. What is language?

1.1 Definition of language

1.2 Design features of language 

1.3 Functions of language

2. What is linguistics?

2.1 Definition of linguistics

2.2 Main branches of linguistics (microlinguistics / general linguistics)
2.3 Macrolinguistics (Applied Linguistics)
2.4 Some important distinctions in linguistics

Chapter 2 Phonetics

1. What is phonetics?

2. The organs of speech
2.1 The initiator of the air-stream 

2.2 The vocal cords

2.3 The resonating cavities

3. Consonants

3.1 Classification of consonants

3.1.1 Voicing

3.1.2 Place of articulation

3.1.3 Manners of articulation

3.2 Charting consonant sounds

4. Vowels

4.1 Cardinal vowels

4.2 The criteria of vowel classification / description
4.3 The vowel chart

5.  Phonemic Notation & Phonetic Notation

5.1  IPA
5.2  Narrow and broad transcriptions
Chapter 3 Phonology

1. Phonology and phonetics

2. Phoneme and allophone

3. Phonemic contrast, complementary distribution and minimal pair

4. Phonological rules
4.1 Sequential rules

4.2 Assimilation rules

4.3 Deletion rule

4.4 Distinctive features
5. Suprasegmental features

5.1 Syllable

5.2 Stress

5.3 Intonation

Chapter 7 Semantics

1. Meanings of meaning

2. The referential theory (Semantic triangle)

3. Lexical meaning

3.1 Sense and reference

3.2 Major sense relations

3.2.1 Synonymy

3.2.2 Polysemy

3.2.3 Homonymy

3.2.4 Hyponymy

3.2.5 Antonymy

3.3 Componential analysis – a way to analyze lexical meaning

4. Sense relations between sentences

4.1 Major sense relations

4.2 Predication analysis – a way to analyze sentence meaning










